HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Deal on Moraga Adobe
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The historic Joaquin Moraga Adobe, built in 1841, is believed to be the oldest surviving structure in Contra Costa County.

Building to be converted to museum, Friends group says

By Jennifer Modenessi
Jmodenessi@bayareanewsgroup.com

ORINDA — An adobe structure that
once housed the family after which the
town of Moraga is named has been sold to
a historical preservation group planning
to convert the building into a museum and
learning center.

Friends of the Joaquin Moraga Adobe
announced Wednesday that it had
reached an agreement with developers
J&J Ranch LLC to purchase the struc-
ture and a surrounding 2.3-acre parcel
of land. The group will pay $500,000 for
the building and land, which will in turn

pay half of the $1 million estimated cost
of the adobe’s restoration, said Kent
Long, the group’s president. Fifty-thou-
sand dollars will be set aside for opera-
tions and ongoing maintenance, and the
developer will pay for the rest of the res-
toration costs.

The deal caps years of discussions
about the property and ends several
months of negotiations between the
Friends group and J&J Ranch. The de-
velopers had hoped to convert the build-
ing — built in 1841 and believed to be the

/ See ADOBE, Page 6

“We're maintaining

the view shed around

the adobe so you can
understand why ... the
Moraga family chose that
spot for their house.”

— Kent Long, president of Friends of
the Joaquin Moraga Adobe

Online extra: Read a brief history of the
Joaquin Moraga Adobe at
www.contracostatimes.com/extra.

T T R R e | T W e




. B6__ BAY AREA NEWS GROUP

112

FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 2013

~Adobe

Continued from Page 1

oldest surviving building
- in Contra Costa County —
into a private elubhouse for
- future residents of a subdi-
. vision planned on 20 acres
encireling the adobe.

“We are thrilled that
it will finally be available
for the public to appreci-
ate, after being privately
owned for all of its 170-year
history,” Long said in a

statement Wednesday. On
Thursday, Friends of the
Moraga Adobe presented
development partners
John French, Michael Ol-
son and Matt Branagh with
a $10,000 check for the
initial deposit. “We've al-
ways actually been in con-
cert with the group,” Olson
said. “(The negotiations)
concluded to the benefit of
us all.”

According to the terms,
the Friends group has
three years to raise the
$500,000 needed to pur-

chase the adobe, Long
said. Should it fail to make
the deadline, the devel-
oper will revert to the
original plan where the
adobe would be managed
by the homeowners asso-
clation, and the structure
would be used as a private
clubhouse. Public access
would be subjeet to the ho-
meowners associationA
Long is confident the
group will be able to raise
the money. Individual
donors contributed the
$10,000 used for the de-

posit, and the group has re-
ceived additional pledges,
including $100,000 from
the Moraga Historical So-
ciety, he said.

The agreement also
includes a revision of the
project plan placing the
adobe on a smaller l-acre
parcel but does not reduce
the number of homes. The
revision will need to be ap-
proved by the Orinda Plan-
ning Commission after the
developer withdraws the

{)p]lcatlon and submits
ans reflecting terms of

the new agreement. An
appeal of the project’s
October approval by the
Friends group will af_;o be
withdrawn, fong said. A
group of neighbors also ap-
pealed the project.

The additional land is an
important win for residents
who argued historic views
would be lost as a result of
the development.

“We're maintaining the
view shed around the adobe
80 you can understand why

... the Moraga family chose
that spot for their house,”

Long said.

The structure will be re-
stored by J&J Ranch under
the supervision of a preser-
vation architect chosen by
the Friends group and the
developer. Nonhistoric sec-
tions of the building will be
removed.

A small external struc-
ture with bathrooms will
also be added, and up to
30 days each year will be
dedicated to opening the
adobe to school groups
and the public, per the
agreement.
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